
 

 

 

Great Glen Parish Council 
 

 

Some Key Statistics 

• Councillor Seats - 11 

• Precept – 2020/21 £195K 

• General Reserves - £140K 

• Staff - 2 p/t assistants, 1 litter warden, 1 p/t cleaner for 3 buildings (currently 

vacant). 

• Current Projects – new Community Building, development and extension to 

Changing Rooms to provide a Sports and Social club, and refurbishment of Play Park  

• The council does not currently have General Power of Competence. 

 

Great Glen Parish Council is an ambitious forward-looking Council which has embraced a 

number of opportunities in recent years, as well as overcoming associated challenges. The 

Council is now looking for the right person to build on previous successes and to take the 

Council forward.  Great Glen is a parish of 3,500 electors and is one of Leicestershire’s 

oldest known settlements. 

 

Great Glen lies approximately nine miles from the town of Market Harborough and six miles 

southeast of the City of Leicester. House prices are high across the Parish and there are 

significant development pressures which are placing a strain on community facilities. The 

Parish has an older age profile than the District as a whole, and when taken together all of 

these factors mean that the Council is facing a particular set of demands which it is 

responding to. 

 

Great Glen is one of Leicestershire’s oldest known settlements. Its landscape is 



characterised by attractive, gently rolling hills and the broad upper valley of the River 

Sence, whose ancient British name (Glenna) is preserved in the village’s name, and whose 

cultural significance over two millennia is reflected in the parish’s rich historical 

environment. 

 
Great Glen lies approximately nine miles from the town of Market Harborough and six miles 

south-east of the City of Leicester. The village lies in the valley of the River Sence and the 

surrounding countryside is mostly farmland with some woodland and parkland. The 

proximity of the Parish with the Leicester Urban Area (edge of Oadby and Wigston Parish) 

means that there are greater employment opportunities away from Great Glen which has 

an impact on the use of the car and increases pressures on the road network, particularly 

at peak commuter times. 

 
The Parish covers an area of nearly nine hundred hectares which is mainly open 

countryside. Most of this is farmland with a small amount of woodland and parkland.  

 
Great Glen retains an increasingly rare characteristic, a patchwork of fields, hedges and 

woods, thanks to an unusual history in which much of the late medieval landscape survived 

the 18th century Enclosures. Although most farms are now largely arable, the local tradition 

of mixed farming, with a predominance of sheep and cattle pasture, continued well into 

the 1980s. Great Glen therefore missed the main 20th century period of hedge removal, 

and still has relatively small, hedge-bounded fields. Compared with other parishes in the 

District it is well- wooded, with spinneys and productive woods, while several medieval 

field boundaries survive in addition to the mainly 18th century hedgerows. 

 
House prices are high across the Parish and there are significant development pressures 

which are placing a strain on the community facilities and threatening the character of the 

village which residents value greatly. 

 
The Parish has an older age profile than the District as a whole and a significantly greater 

number of detached dwellings than the whole of Harborough taken together. 

 

Some key characteristics of the Parish based on the 2011 Census are as follows:  

• The Parish (population 3,662) is growing fast - up 12% or 442 (from 2001, although 

the District-wide average is 18%). An additional 500 plus houses have been 

constructed in the Parish since this time. 

• Levels of deprivation and ill health are generally below the district, regional and 

national average. It is a popular area in which to live with a sense of pride and 



community belonging. 

• Levels of economic activity in the Parish are high. There are limited employment 

opportunities in the Parish; residents travel, mostly by car, outside the Parish for 

work. A relatively high proportion of residents work from home (7.8%, compared to 

the national average of 5.4%). 

• The Parish is a popular area in which to live and demand for new homes is strong. 

The housing stock is generally good. The main tenure is owner occupation (82%, vs 

63% nationally), and other forms of tenure such as rented (both private and social) 

are relatively low. The fit between demand and the available type and tenure of 

housing is an issue as well as the affordability of existing and new housing. Average 

house prices are relatively high (see section 7.2.4). 

• The Parish has some good social and community infrastructure, such as the Leicester 

Grammar School, a Primary School, village hall, sports clubs, play and recreational 

areas. 

• The area is strategically well located in relation to the national road network.   It is 

also well served by walking and cycling routes. There is some public transport 

provided by a bus service. There are very high levels of car usage and ownership, 

with 90% households owning a car vs. 75% nationally. 

• The built environment is generally good. There are some sites and buildings of 

historic interest, including over 20 listed buildings (incl. a telephone box). 
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