
  

1 

 

Monthly Funding Information 

September 2018 

 

Below is a list of current grants and funding opportunities primarily for Voluntary & 

Community Sector Groups and Organisations, Charities and Social Enterprises. 

 

Where the Grant title includes an asterisk (*), Local Authorities and other 

partner organisations may also be eligible to apply for the funding. 

 

This information can also be accessed via the Leicestershire Communities website . 

Please use the links below to go directly to the relevant section: 

1. SHIRE Community Grant 

2. Returners Fund Supporting People in England Back into Work After Caring - Extended 

Deadline * 

3. NHS England Community Grants 

4. Skills & Opportunities Fund Opens for Final Round 

5. Clarion Futures Digital Fund 

6. Building Connections Fund Youth Strand Accepting Applications 

7. SHIRE Recycling Grant 

8. Rosa Invites Applications to ‘Now’s the Time’ Programme 

9. Local Projects that Help the Armed Forces Community in the UK * 

10. Comic Relief Safe Place To Be; Preventing homelessness and Insecure  Shelter 

11. Samworth Foundation – Young Voices Fund 

12. Funding for New Local Projects that Fight Litter in England * 

13. Masonic Charitable Foundation Launches Early Years Opportunities Grants Programme 

14. Masonic Charitable Foundation Launches Later Life Inclusion Grants Programme  - 

reducing isolation 

15. Power to Change's Community Business Fund Opens for Round 6 on 11 September 

16. Royal British Legion External Funding for Service Delivery Projects Benefiting the Armed 

Forces Community 

17. Localgiving and Postcode Community Trust – Magic Little Grants 

18. Royal British Legion – External Grants programme 

19. SHIRE Climate Change Grant 

20. Children In Need Small Grants Programme 

21. Funding to Connect People with Others in Their Local Communities 

22. £76m to Build Specialised Housing for Vulnerable People * 

23. Veolia Environmental Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants/
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1.  SHIRE Community Grant 

 

To help deliver the priorities of Leicestershire County Council's Communities 

Strategy, the SHIRE Community Grant programme will enable voluntary and 

community sector organisations (including social enterprises and Town/Parish 

Councils) to deliver community-based projects, services and activities which help to 

improve the lives of vulnerable people in Leicestershire. 

 

Eligible organisations can access grants of up to £10,000 and/or smaller grants of up 

to £3,000 for community based projects and activities that are specifically focused on 

supporting vulnerable and disadvantaged people and communities. 

 

Leicestershire County Council are particularly interested in funding new and 

innovative projects that will: 

 

 improve the lives, health and wellbeing of vulnerable and disadvantaged 

individuals and communities in Leicestershire 

 provide early intervention and prevention based solutions which help to reduce 

demand on Council and other public services 

 complement existing services already being delivered 

 

 Deadline for Applications: Decisions to be communicated to 

applicants by: 

Round 3 Monday 10th September Mid-October 2018 

 

Round 4 Monday 12th November December 2018 – January 2019 

 

 

Organisations interested in applying for a grant should contact the Grant Officers to 

discuss their project proposal before completing an online application form. 

 

For more information, including how to apply for a grant, go to: 

www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants   

 

To discuss your project proposal, or for more information about the SHIRE 

Community Grant programme, contact the Grant Officers: 

Email: shiregrants@leics.gov.uk  

Tel: (0116) 305 7269 or (0116) 305 7020 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants/
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/
mailto:shiregrants@leics.gov.uk
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants
mailto:shiregrants@leics.gov.uk


  

3 

 

2. Returners Fund Supporting People in England Back into Work After Caring 

- Extended Deadline * 

 

A fund to support people, particularly women in England, back into work after time 

out caring. 

 

Earlier this year the Government announced a £1.5 million programme to support 

people back into work after time spent away from the labour market while 

undertaking a role in caring. 

 

The Returners Fund offers grants to projects which help people to return to work in 

the private sector. These projects could help returners update their skills, provide 

other training or support businesses to increase employment opportunities for 

returners. 

 

The Fund will prioritise projects that focus on small and medium enterprises (SMEs), 

employers outside of London, and projects that support returners at all skills levels. 

This is part of the government's wider strategy to develop the evidence base on what 

may help to close the gender pay gap. 

 

The upper limit for grants is £300,000. However, it is anticipated the majority of 

awards will be between £50,000 and £150,000. The grants can only be used for the 

start-up costs of new projects, training, and related support for returners. 

 

All types of organisations in England that can demonstrate they can support 

returners are eligible. This includes voluntary and community sector organisations, 

local training providers, local enterprise partnerships (LEPs), academic institutions, 

local authorities and private sector organisations. It is anticipated that most of the 

grant recipients under the Returners Fund will be voluntary and community sector 

organisations, social enterprises and training providers. 

 

The deadline for Expressions of Interest for the second bidding round has 

been extended, by one month, to 14 September 2018. 

 

3. NHS England Community Grants 

 

Grants of up to £2,500 are available for not-for-profit organisations (including social 

enterprises) that can showcase good practice around patient and citizen involvement 

in healthcare. The application should demonstrate how patients and citizens are 

involved in a healthcare project and also how the grant will be used to share and 

showcase the project outcomes in a creative way. 

 

Deadline for applications is 20th September 2018 

https://returnersfund.flexigrant.com/
https://returnersfund.flexigrant.com/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/participation/success/community-grants-2018/
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4. Skills & Opportunities Fund - Final Round 

 

Last chance for groups to apply for funding for projects that help people in 

disadvantaged communities to learn new skills that will enable them to become self-

employed, set up their own business, grow their business or become financially 

capable. 

 

This fund will make grants of up to £35,000 available to not-for-profit organisations 

(charities, social enterprises, community groups, schools and colleges) for projects 

focused on providing opportunities for people to develop their financial capability 

skills, or the skills to develop a new business now or in the future, in local 

communities. 

 

As a general guide, the funding has been awarded to projects that offer training, 

support, qualifications, work placements, employment, self-employment, career 

guidance and enterprise opportunities. Examples include, but are not limited to, 

projects that have supported women with low literacy and numeracy and no work 

experience, the homeless, unemployed people, disadvantaged young people, 

women in rural areas, students about to leave school, ex-offenders and those with a 

history of addiction. 

 

Groups that are considering applying should note that once the fund opens, they will 

have a window of about two weeks to submit their application. 

 

A selection of organisations will be shortlisted, and voting will then be opened to the 

public to help decide the winners, who will be announced in December 2018. 

 

Applications will be accepted from 3 September to 21 September 2018. 

 

 

5. Clarion Futures Digital Fund  

 

This fund is open to not-for-profit organisations for projects that will encourage 

residents to get online and use the internet safely and confidently. Grants of between 

£1,000 and £5,000 are awarded for projects and activities aimed to support: 

 Residents who have never used the internet before. 

 Residents who may have previously used some online facilities but who may 

not be aware of the full potential to use the internet in their everyday lives (eg. 

they may use Facebook but may not be aware of how the internet can be 

used in the workplace, for online learning, or for information on their hobbies 

for example). 

 Residents with limited internet skills. 

 

http://skillsandopportunitiesfund.natwest.com/
https://www.myclarionhousing.com/advice-and-support/clarion-futures-communities/grants/digital-grants/
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The fund is able to cover costs associated with running activities including but not 

limited to: 

 Connectivity (mobile and fixed). 

 Training resources. 

 Venue hire. 

 Insurance. 

 Event costs. 

 Volunteer expenses. 

 Refreshments for participants. 

 Staffing costs. 

 Publicity materials. 

 Consumables. 

 

Applicants should note that the fund is not primarily aimed at helping people to use a 

computer. 

 

The next deadline for applications is 26th September 2018. 

 

 

6. Building Connections Fund Youth Strand Accepting Applications 

 

Charities and community organisations from across England can apply now for 

grants to expand or enhance their work tackling youth loneliness. 

 

The £2 million fund, which is made up of £1 million from Government and £1 million 

match funding from the Co-op Foundation, offers grants of up to £80,000 for projects 

that benefit any groups of young people within the most deprived 30% areas of 

England. 

 

The Youth Strand is open to UK based not-for-profit organisations with existing 

youth-focused activities that could be effective at helping young people avoid long-

term loneliness. Successful applicants will receive funding to explore youth 

loneliness in more depth, test youth-led innovations within their existing provision 

and share learning as part of a national network. 

 

Grants can also support projects based anywhere in England that mainly benefit 

young people with one or more of the following circumstances: 

 Being a carer. 

 Being unemployed or precariously employed. 

 Experiencing bereavement. 

 Having a disability or long-term health condition. 

 Having been in the care system. 

https://blog.coopfoundation.org.uk/index.php/2018/08/15/2-million-youth-strand-of-building-connections-fund-open/
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Organisations can apply for up to £80,000, as follows: 

 Up to £10,000 (to be spent between December 2018 and March 2019) to 

engage young people in co-designing innovations to improve the impact of 

existing provision on tackling loneliness 

 Up to £70,000 (to be spent between April 2019 and March 2021) to implement 

and evaluate these innovations. 

 

Projects funded through the Youth strand will participate in learning activities focused 

specifically on youth loneliness, as well as being part of the overall Building 

Connections Fund evaluation. 

 

The deadline for applications is 26 September 2018 (5pm). 

 

 

7. SHIRE Recycling Grant 

 

Leicestershire County Council is committed to minimising the amount of waste that is 

thrown away. In order to help achieve this, the Council is offering up to £3,000 in the 

form of SHIRE Recycling Grants. 

 

These grants will be available for eligible community based organisations to deliver 

local waste prevention, recycling and composting projects and activities. 

 

We are particularly interested in funding new and innovative projects that will: 

 Reduce household waste, divert waste from disposal and optimise levels of 

recycling and composting in a cost effective way. 

 Reduce the amount of waste produced in Leicestershire by waste reduction, 

reuse and recycling and encouraging resourcefulness through repairing, 

refurbishing, repurposing, sharing, swapping and composting. 

 Enable residents and communities to get involved in waste related initiatives 

and support permanent changes in individual behaviours. 

 

 Deadline for Applications: Decisions to be communicated 

to applicants by: 

Round 3 Friday 28th September Wednesday 31st October 2018 

 

Round 4 Friday 28th December Thursday 31st January 2019 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants/recycling-grant.html
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8. Rosa Invites Applications to ‘Now’s the Time’ Programme 

 

Applications for smaller grants are currently being accepted from women’s 

organisations across the UK who are seeking ways to establish what works in 

changing the culture of impunity and preventing future harassment and abuse. 

 

‘Now’s the Time’ is part of the Justice and Equality Fund, which aims to make 

workplaces and other contexts just, safe and equitable for all and ensure that anyone 

who has been subjected to harassment and abuse, including sexual violence at 

work, is better able to access support and justice. The funding is provided by 

individuals and managed by Rosa, the only UK-wide fund for women and girls. 

 

The Now's the Time programme will award up to £1 million through a Challenge 

Fund which asks: 'What would you do toward ending sexual harassment?' 

 

The Fund is looking for ideas, solutions, and the best next steps to support the 

following: 

 Prevention work (including education and other initiatives) 

 Awareness-raising activities 

 Grass-roots activism 

 Influencing 

 Work with groups and communities who might face additional barriers to 

getting their voices heard, or might be at higher risk of sexual harassment and 

abuse, to amplify those voices 

 Work that tries out new ideas 

 Innovative uses of tech/arts/sports/etc 

 Work that replicates tried and tested approaches in new settings 

 Work that others can learn from. 

 

There is particular interest in cross-sector partnerships where the expertise of 

specialist voluntary sector organisations at the forefront of this work is shared with 

others, to help drive broader change. 

 

Two levels of grants are provided: 

 Grants of between £5,000 and £25,000 for one year. (Women's organisations 

can apply by themselves or in partnership.) 

 Grants of £25,000 and £100,000 for over one to three years. (Women's 

organisations will need to apply in partnership with at least one other 

organisation.) 

 

The funding is for mostly for revenue costs to cover new work or an extension, or 

continuation, of existing work. 

http://www.rosauk.org/how-to-apply/justice-and-equality-fund/nows-the-time/
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Applications are currently being accepted for the smaller grants. Larger grant 

applications will be accepted from 24 September 2018. 

 

The deadline for smaller grant applications is 27 September 2018. 

 

 

9. Local Projects that Help the Armed Forces Community in the UK * 

 

The Local Grants Programme is provided through the Armed Forces Covenant Fund, 

an enduring fund with £10 million available each year to support projects that 

address specific priorities. 

 

Grants of up to £20,000 are available for UK-based projects that respond to the local 

needs of the armed forces community and improve recognition of the Armed Forces 

Covenant. 

 

Proposed projects must: 

 Help integrate armed forces and civilian communities across the UK, and/or 

 Deliver valuable local services to the armed forces community. 

 

And should identify one of the following as their focus: 

 Health and wellbeing. 

 Education and employability. 

 Events and commemorations. 

 

Applications are invited from registered charities, community interest companies, 

local authorities, schools, and armed forces units with a UIN (Unit Identification 

Number). All organisations should: 

 Have experience and a track record of working with the Armed Forces 

Community, as well as a real understanding of the issues facing the Armed 

Forces Community. 

 Be able to provide evidence of real engagement and partnership working - 

with either an armed forces charity or an armed forces unit. 

 Work closely with their Local Covenant Partnerships to ensure projects that 

are properly connected locally, respond to recognised need and do not 

duplicate other provisions. 

 

Successful applications have the chance to benefit from the Covenant Fund’s Digital 

Development Programme. Applications are assessed four times per year. 

 

The deadline for the third round is 30 September 2018 (12pm). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covenant-fund-guidance-on-how-to-apply
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10. Comic Relief Safe Place To Be; Preventing homelessness and Insecure  

Shelter 

 

Comic Relief has launched this funding opportunity focussed on preventing 

homelessness and insecure shelter. The fund is for 'locally rooted' organisations 

working to prevent long-term homelessness and shelter insecurity in the UK, India, 

South Africa, Zambia and Nigeria. 

 

Comic Relief is inviting locally-rooted organisations to set out what solutions they 

believe will work, demonstrating their approach is built on working directly with 

people affected by these issues. There is particular interest in solutions which link 

local organisations into global movements for change. Support is available for 

organisations to invest in telling compelling stories, drive learning that will shape 

future practice, and engage in effective advocacy and influencing on the issue. 

 

The funding is available as follows: 

 Funding is for three to five years. 

 Single applicants can apply for between £150,000 to £300,000 

 Consortiums can apply for up to £750,000. 

 Funding can be used to cover the core costs/ overheads of an 

organisation/partnerships, or specific projects and activities, or a mixture of 

the two. 

 

Comic Relief ‘believe’ that a tailored digital approach using a range of technologies 

(low or high tech) can contribute to preventing homelessness, and enable bigger, 

better and more ambitious services and solutions to be achieved. It will therefore 

consider supporting a small number of Social Tech projects. Applicants will need to 

demonstrate that: 

 They understand how to manage a successful digital project 

 They have sound internal or external technical expertise in their management 

and delivery team. 

 At a minimum, some research into the need, demand and expected value of 

this digital project will have already taken place 

 The proposed solution is appropriate for the context in which they are 

working. 

 The project focuses on specific user needs in the design, delivery and 

development, with potential to improve or disrupt existing service models that 

offers scale or sustainability. 

 

There is a two-stage application process. 

 

The deadline for applications is 1 October 2018. 

https://www.comicrelief.com/funding/current-opportunities/preventing-homelessness-and-insecure-shelter
https://www.comicrelief.com/funding/current-opportunities/preventing-homelessness-and-insecure-shelter
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11. Samworth Foundation – Young Voices Fund 

 

The Samworth Foundation has a commitment to combat issues of sexual 

exploitation. The Young Voices Fund is for organisations which place young people 

at the centre of their design, decision  making and model of delivery to influence and 

effect change in the prevention of sexual exploitation. 

  

It is seeking to fund a small portfolio of 6 – 8 charitable organisations over a period of 

3 years. 

 

Expressions of interest should be submitted by the 1st October 2018 

 

 

12. Funding for New Local Projects that Fight Litter in England * 

 

A second round of funding with a budget of around £325,000 has opened for 

innovative research projects that reduce and prevent litter in communities across 

England. 

 

The overall aim of the programme is to find new ways of reducing and preventing 

litter through new methods and interventions, that have not been tried and tested 

before, and can be delivered and show meaningful results within six months. 

 

Grants of up to £10,000 are available to support innovative research projects 

(located in England only) that have the potential to be scaled up or replicated more 

widely. A minimum of 10% match funding is required, and this can be either in-kind 

or monetary. 

 

Projects may take a range of approaches, such as: 

 Incentives, eg, exploring the use of packaging (including plastics), use of 

rewards, new nudge techniques. 

 Working together, eg, promoting a collaborative approach to tackling litter with 

a genuine partnership. 

 Technology, eg, technology pilots - apps or product design. 

 

Around 10% of the fund is reserved for new project ideas aimed specifically at 

reducing litter in the marine environment. 

 

A wide range of organisations can apply, including charities, development trusts, 

faith groups, educational institutions, local authorities, registered social landlords, 

and small to medium enterprise. 

 

https://samworthfoundation.org.uk/
https://samworthfoundation.org.uk/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/litter-innovation-fund
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Applicants should note that funding is not available for activities and interventions 

that are already in common use, or which have already been implemented and 

tested, such as litter picking events, teaching materials and resources for schools, 

radio campaigns, projects which are substantially similar to those which were 

successful in the first round. However, applications will be considered from 

organisations that have a project idea that will enhance and improve an existing 

intervention which can be implemented in a new way. 

 

There is a two-stage application process. 

 

The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 5 October 2018 (5pm). 

 

 

 

13. Masonic Charitable Foundation Launches Early Years Opportunities Grants 

Programme 

 

Grants for charities in England and Wales that support disadvantaged and 

vulnerable children and young people (up the age of 25 years) to overcome the 

barriers they face in order to achieve the best possible start in life. 

 

The Foundation has set out new target areas for its grant-making programme which 

includes the Early Years Opportunities Grants programme. 

 

Depending on their annual income level, registered charities in England and Wales 

that are working to create the best start in life for disadvantaged children and young 

people can apply for either: 

 Large grants, which are for projects and can be used for salary costs, 

activities, materials, etc, of between £10,000 and £150,000 for up to three 

years, are available to charities with an annual income exceeding £500,000. 

The average large grant will range from £20,000 to £80,000. Occasionally, 

large grants of up to £150,000 are made for outstanding projects. 

 Small grants, which are for core funding, are between £500 and £15,000 and 

are available to charities with an income of under £500,000. 

 

All grants can be over one, two, or three years. Grant amounts should not exceed 

15% of the total income of the applicant charity. Charities can only apply for one 

grant programme at a time. 

 

To be eligible, applicants must provide: 

 Mental and physical health support. 

 Learning and development, including language and communication skills, 

social and emotional etc. 

https://mcf.org.uk/apply-early-years/
https://mcf.org.uk/apply-early-years/
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 Parental Support, including whole family approach. 

 Pastoral and advocacy support. 

 

The funding is for activities such as: 

 Additional educational opportunities such as improving literacy and numeracy. 

 Individual interventions, i.e. parent education, home visiting or mentoring. 

 Encouraging healthy behaviours with regards to diet, activity and wellbeing. 

 Psychological interventions for domestic abuse and behavioural issues etc. 

 Provision of vital adaptive technologies and equipment removing barriers 

 Alternative methods or specialist therapies to help children and young people 

integrate into the mainstream education system. 

 

There are two different deadlines for applications: 

 5 October 2018 for large grants applications (first stage). 

 26 October 2018 for small grants applications. 

 

 

14. Masonic Charitable Foundation - Later Life Inclusion Grants Programme - 

Reducing Isolation 

 

Grants for local and national charities in England and Wales that are working to 

reduce loneliness and isolation in later life. 

 

The Foundation has set out new target areas for its grant-making programme which 

includes the Reducing Isolation in Later Life Grants programme. Over the next five 

years, the MCF will be supporting charities that help people to overcome barriers to 

actively participate in society in their later years. 

 

Depending on their annual income level, registered charities that support 

disadvantaged and vulnerable older people over 50 years of age can apply for either: 

 

 Large grants, which are for projects and can be used for salary costs, 

activities, materials, etc, start from £10,000 and are available to charities with 

an annual income exceeding £500,000. The average large grant will range 

from £20,000 to £80,000. Occasionally, large grants of up to £200,000 are 

made for outstanding projects. 

 Small grants, which are for core funding, are between £500 and £15,000 and 

are available to charities with an income of under £500,000. 

 

All grants can be over one, two, or three years. Grant amounts should not exceed 

15% of the total income of the applicant charity. Charities can only apply for one 

grant programme at a time. 

https://mcf.org.uk/apply-later-life/
https://mcf.org.uk/apply-later-life/
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The funding will help people who face social isolation or loneliness due to reasons 

such as financial hardship, care responsibilities, a decline in physical or mental 

health, or life transitions including retirement or bereavement. The support will help 

to provide a range of services to support the physical and emotional needs of people 

as they age, including community-based programmes and access to healthcare, 

transport and technology. 

 

There are two different deadlines: 

 5 October 2018 for large grants applications (first stage). 

 26 October 2018 for small grants applications. 

 

15. Power to Change's Community Business Fund – Round 6 

 

Round 6 of Power to Change’s Community Business Fund will open for applications 

on 11 September 2018 and a free webinar will be held on 13 September for 

organisations that are interested in applying. 

 

Power to Change, an independent trust, supports people to start and grow 

community businesses to revive local assets, protect the services people rely on, 

and address local needs. 

 

The Community Business Fund is aimed at existing community businesses based in 

England, trading for the benefit of and accountable to their local communities, that 

need funding for a business development project to make their organisation more 

sustainable. 

 

Grants of between £50,000 and £300,000 are available to a range of community 

businesses. So far, these have included community libraries, bakeries, pubs, farms, 

hubs, transport, energy schemes, art centres and construction organisations, and 

many others. 

 

According to Power to Change, around £2.5 million will be awarded to around 15 

community businesses in this round, so the process is ‘highly competitive’. 

Prospective applicants should read the new guidance notes that have been 

published for round six before applying for the funding as well as look the projects 

that have already received funding. 

 

Groups can also sign up now for the free ‘Is the Community Business Fund right for 

you?’ webinar which will take place from 2pm to 3pm on 13 September 2018. 

 

Round 6 will open for applications on 11 September with a deadline of 12 noon 

on 9th October 2018 (12 noon). 

https://www.powertochange.org.uk/get-support/programmes/community-business-fund/
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16. Royal British Legion External Funding for Service Delivery Projects 

Benefiting the Armed Forces Community 

 

Charitable organisations in England, Wales and Northern Ireland that are running or 

planning charitable activities in support of the Armed Forces community can apply 

for a grant to support their work. 

 

Grants of up to £50,000 are available to fund specialised projects or services 

delivering welfare support directly to serving and ex-service personnel and their 

families. The funding is provided through the Service Delivery funding stream of the 

Royal British Legion’s External Grants scheme. 

 

Priority is given to projects or services supporting the following areas of need: 

 Employment and training. 

 Support for families. 

 Homelessness and outreach. 

 Supporting the elderly. 

 

Applications are invited from UK-based, not-for-profit and charitable organisations 

that have been operating for at least two years. 

 

Applicants should be able to demonstrate that projects: 

 Will not duplicate, or risk duplicating, support already provided by the Royal 

British Legion. 

 Are in demand within the Armed Forces community. 

 Will achieve positive impact (outcomes) for the beneficiaries. 

 

The next deadline for stage one applications is 26 October 2018. 

 

17. Local Giving and Postcode Community Trust – Magic Little Grants 

 

Over 400 grants of £500 are being made available to small charities and community 

groups that deliver engaging physical activities which help overcome barriers to 

participation. 

Projects need to meet either of the following themes: 

 Overcoming barriers to participation in physical activities in creative ways 

 Increasing social cohesion through developing access to sports and other 

recreational activities 

 

Application closing date is 31st October 2018 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-support/finance/grants/external-grants/
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-support/finance/grants/external-grants/
https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/magic-little-grants/
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18. Royal British Legion – External Grants programme 

 

The Royal British Legion's External Grants programme is open to applications from 

not-for-profit organisations running, or planning, charitable activities in support of the 

Armed Forces community. 

 

Applications are open for funding towards projects or services delivering welfare 

support directly to the Armed Forces community. Applications for projects or services 

supporting the following areas of need will be prioritised: 

 Employment and training 

 Family support 

 Homelessness and outreach 

 Supporting the elderly 

 

This is a two stage process with grants of up to £50,000 being available for a 12 

month period. 

 

Application deadlines are as follows: 

 

 
 

 

 

19. SHIRE Climate Change Grant 

 

Leicestershire County Council is encouraging groups and organisations to apply to 

help them to reduce their carbon emissions by improving their community buildings. 

 

The grant fund is for community projects in Leicestershire (not Leicester City or 

Rutland) that help to improve the energy efficiency of community buildings and make 

local environmental changes to help reduce carbon emissions. 

 

A maximum grant of £5,000 per applicant is available for projects in any one financial 

year. Grants are available for: 

 EPC's (Energy Performance Certificate) or DEC's (Display Energy Certificate) 

of community buildings 

https://britishlegion.flexigrant.com/
https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/grants/climate-change-grant.html
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 Installation of energy efficiency measures such as new heating systems, roof 

or cavity wall insulation or low energy lighting 

 Installation of renewable energy systems 

 

The grants scheme consists of three rounds. Two more closing dates remain: 

 Wednesday 31st October 2018 

 Thursday 28th February 2019 

 

 

20. Children In Need Small Grants Programme 

 

The Small Grants programme is open to charities and not-for-profit organisations 

applying for any amount up to and including £10,000 per year for up to 3 years. 

 

They give grants for projects working with children and young people of 18 years and 

under experiencing disadvantage through: 

 Illness, distress, abuse or neglect 

 Any kind of disability 

 Behavioural or psychological difficulties 

 Living in poverty or situations of deprivation 

 

The projects should help prevent or overcome the effects of the disadvantaged that 

the children face. Projects should either work directly with children or seek to 

improve their social and physical environments. 

 

The application deadline is 2nd December 2018 with decisions in March 2019 

 

 

21. Funding to Connect People with Others in Their Local Communities  

 

Grants are available from the Barchester Foundation for projects that support 

older people and other adults with a disability. 

 

The Foundation aims to make a difference to the lives of older people and other 

adults (aged 18+ years) with a physical, learning or mental disability; supporting 

practical solutions that lead to increased personal independence, self-sufficiency and 

dignity. 

 

The funding is awarded both to individuals as well as small local community groups 

and small local charities. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/wWhd5lqf4RZ3xhL63G9Xmc/small-grants-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.bhcfoundation.org.uk/
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For 2018, the focus is on connecting or re-connecting people with others in their 

local community. Applications that combat loneliness and enable people to be active 

and engaged will receive highest priority. 

 

Although most funding is awarded to individuals, small community groups and small 

local charities based in England, Scotland or Wales can also apply. 

 

Support is mainly available to individuals in England, Scotland and Wales who are: 

 Older people (over 65 years old). 

 Adults (aged 18+) with a physical disability. 

 Adults (aged 18+) with mental health problems. 

 

All applications for an individual must be supported by a third party sponsor (eg a 

health or personal care professional, social worker, charity or support group 

representative). 

 

Grants range from £100 to £5,000. 

 

Applications may be submitted at any time. 

 

 

22. £76m to Build Specialised Housing for Vulnerable People * 

 

Extra funding announced for the Care and Support Specialised Housing Fund 

(CASSH). 

 

The government has announced an extra £76 million a year of funding to build 

homes for vulnerable people over the next three years. 

 

Aimed to support disabled people, people with mental health issues and older 

people, this specialised housing is designed to be accessible and aid independent 

living by including features such as: 

 An individual home with its own front door 

 Flexibility to adapt or install equipment or assistive technology in the home 

 Varying levels of personal care and support to residents, including access to a 

GP or other health services 

 Communal areas (for housing for older people). 

 

The Care and Support Specialised Housing Fund (CASSH) was announced in 2012 

and has been extended until 2021. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/care-and-support-specialised-housing-fund
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The fund is run in partnership with Homes England for schemes outside London, and 

the Mayor of London for London-based schemes. 

 

Local authorities and housing developers will now be able to apply to the 

CASSH on a rolling basis, until all the funding has been allocated for the year. 

 

 

23. Veolia Environmental Trust 

 

The grant funds improvements to; community buildings, outdoor spaces including 

public parks and nature reserves as well as play areas and other recreational 

facilities like skate parks and changing rooms. It will also fund Biodiversity related 

projects. 

 

The minimum grant is £10,000 and the maximum award is £75,000. Not-for-profit 

organisation can apply. 

 

There is detailed information on the website in terms of the application process. 

One of the key things you need to be aware of is that it will only consider projects 

that are in the proximity of a qualifying Veolia site. Use the Postcode Checker to 

confirm this. 

 

Application rounds are quarterly. Further details can be found on the Veolia 

Environmental Trust website 

 

 

https://www.veoliatrust.org/funding/?platform=hootsuite
https://www.veoliatrust.org/funding/index.php?page=Postcode_Checker_1
https://www.veoliatrust.org/funding/index.php?page=Our_Closing_Dates_1

